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Although the possibilities of research into the history of Ukraine which the Polish
historians had after the Second World War can hardly be compared with the situation
of their counterparts in Ukraine, however, no publications on Ukrainian issues in the
1950s appeared in Poland either. This is well illustrated by the fortunes of Professor
Wiadystaw Tomkiewicz (1899-1982) and his student and disciple Zbigniew Wojcik
who were removed from the work on Ukraine's history. Anyway, their professional
careers cannot be compared with the tragic fortunes of the Ukrainian historians.

In the year 1960, during the so-called "wave of political thaw”, my master Professor
Zbigniew Wojcik published his famous book entitled “The Wild Fields on Fire. On the
Cossacks in the Old Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth™. His book generated a great
deal of discourse in Poland. It had many editions in the following years, and it
dispelled many of the myths which had existed in the Polish historiography in the
past. In his General History of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Wojcik
showed, against a broad background of European policies, how the forces were
reshuffled and how they gave way to the emergence of such major powers as Russia
and Brandenburg-Prussia and, later on, of Austria. Sweden, Turkey and Crimea, but,
first of all, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, lost their importance in the
international arena forever. Underestimation of the role of Ukraine in the
Commonwealth, which largely led to the Uprising of Boghdan Khmelnytsky and to
the Treaty of Pereyaslav, was, in my opinion, of primary importance in the process of
change in the arrangement of forces in Central and Eastern Europe.

The Khmelnytsky Uprising and Ukraine's attempt to re-establish closer relations with
the Commonwealth in the days of the Union of Hadiach were the subjects treated
very cautiously by the authorities of the People's Republic of Poland at that time (the
role of censorship), since there was only one interpretation of history in this domain
and it was subordinated to the contemporary political system. Speaking in the most

general terms, Ukraine should have been part of Russia as one element, beside
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Belarus, of the common state descending from one root of the Kievan Rus. Here we
come to an important issue, namely the so-called "theory of relocation”, which holds
that after the downfall of the Kievan Rus in the thirteenth century the centre of a
uniform Ruthenian statehood shifted northwards, up to Suzdal and Vladimir-on-the-
Klyazma and then to Moscow. The concept of a commonwealth of Moscow with the
Kievan Rus, with a relocated centre of power, played a great part in Boghdan
Khmelnytsky's “return to the real bosom” together with part of Ukraine by virtue of
the act of the Pereyaslav Union of 1654. No wonder this act was later called the
"Reunification of Ukraine with Russia” (,Wossojedinienie Ukrainy z Rossijej”).

The situation changed and the freedom of expression appeared upon the collapse of
the People's Republic of Poland.

Those years saw the publication of a large number of interesting books and articles
concerning the history of the First Republic of Poland and of Ukraine. After Ukraine
regained her independence, a cooperation with the Ukrainian historians could be
established. One can hardly enumerate in a detailed way all those valuable meetings,
conferences, as well as institutional and informal contacts. We should mention an
interesting series of conferences held at the University of Warsaw which yielded in
twenty-six volumes of “Studia Ucrainica”, encompassing, of course, not only the
seventeenth century?. Let us mention here the name of Professor Wiadystaw A.
Serczyk, author of a number of interesting works on 17th-century Ukraine and of a
synthesis entitled “"The History of Ukraine”. Its first edition was published in 1979,
and only its second and third editions of 1990 and 2001 were published without the
state intervention through censorship?.

Let me also mention “The Eastern Review” (,Przeglad Wschodni”), which might
appear after the year 1990, and the list of prizes connected with this interesting
periodical (for example, the prize winner in 1997 was Natalia Yakovenko). I should
also mention the publishing initiatives of the Institute of South-Eastern Studies in
Przemysl.

Under the new conditions of free exchange of historical thought, there might appear
in Poland the works of the Ukrainian historians and of the Polish, so-called
emigration historians, such as, for example, the books of Oskar Halecki, who was
looked upon unwillingly by the Party authorities in the times of the People's Republic
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of Poland. Those books were mainly published by the Institute of Central and East
European Studies headed by Professor Jerzy Ktoczowski®.

In Lublin there appeared two volumes of the history of Ukraine written by the
Ukrainian historians Natalia Yakovenko and Yaroslav Hrycak and designed for the
Polish readers®.

Also worthy of mention here is the joint initiative of the Polish and Ukrainian
historians who started an interesting discussion in the book entitled "Between Us:
Polish-Ukrainian Historical Sketches”. The work may show that it is possible to write
a joint book or manual encompassing the modern time, and may be not only
modern. One chapter of the book was written at that time jointly by Teresa
Chynczewska-Hennel and Natalia Yakovenko®. In this short overview it is hardly
possible to mention many interesting international conferences organized in Poland,
Ukraine and in other countries. Let us mention that six Ukrainist Congresses have
already been held; the latest one was organized in 2005 in Donetsk. where the
issues of the seventeenth century also occupied a remarkable place and the second
one in 2009 in Kiiv. Worthy of mention are also interesting conferences organized on
Lago di Garda by Professor Giovanna Brogi-Bercoff’. Many interesting publications
appeared on the occasion of the 400" anniversary of the Union of Brest. Among
them, as it seems to me, the most valuable work has been the series "Beresteiske
Chitanyya”, which appears thanks to the historians of the Bogoslovskaya Akademia in

Lvov headed by Father Borys Gudziak®.
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Professor Rostyslav Radyshevskyi is a scholar from Kiev but the Polish historiography
owes him a valuable monograph dedicated to the Ukrainian poetry written in the
Polish language; he is also the editor of the work of Jan Dalibor Vagilevich®.

In recent years, a good deal of source material has been published, including the
Accounts of the war from the first days of the Polish-Cossack fighting during the
Uprising of Boghdan Kmelnicky, memoirs, the Kiev-Pechora Pateryk (by L.
Nodzynska), and the Latopis (by H. Sushko)™°.

I have also mentioned the individual contacts: I myself have the pleasure of
cooperating with many talented scholarship holders, many of whom come from
Ukraine. They may work and study in Poland thanks to, /nter alia, Polish Foundations
such as, for example, the Mianowski Kasa Foundation®®.

Unfortunately, despite numerous efforts and measures undertaken I did not manage
to create a team of historians who would willingly undertake a thorough work on the
research into modern history of the Polish-Ukrainian relations. Projects for the
publication of source materials were submitted several years ago to the Historical
Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences and to the University of Warsaw;
however, there was no response to them. There is a possibility that such a team,
that could also coordinate joint publishing undertakings with our colleagues in

Ukraine, might be created at the University of Biatystok.

PS - as a supplement written in 2010.

In October 2008 an International Conference devoted to the Union of Hadjac took
place in Warsaw. As a result of this Conference a very interesting book was
published. It included 42 articles written by historians from Poland, Ukraine, Russia,
Lithuania, Belarus, USA, Italy and Hungary®.
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Possibilities for Cooperation between Polish and Ukrainian Historians on the History
of Ukraine in the Seventeenth Century

In the article Teresa Chynczewska-Hennel discusses the following points:

1. Difficulties in research into the history of Ukraine in modern times in Poland prior
to 1989. The role of the so-called "theory of relocation”, according to which
there existed the only model of history, that is to say the subordination of the
history of Ukraine and Belarus to Russia.

2. The emergence of new publishing initiatives in Poland following the year 1990 —
The Institute of Central and Eastern Europe in Lublin, The Eastern Institute at
the University of Warsaw, the Institute of South-Eastern Studies in Przemysl etc.
Polish-Ukrainian meetings and conferences.

4. A scholarship programme for young Ukrainian historians in Poland.

5. Absence of a strong publishing centre for coordination of historical research

connected with the Polish-Ukrainian relations in the seventeenth century.



